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This report is produced by the Resident Coordinator’s Office in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It 
covers the period from 13 to 19 May 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 25 May 2012. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• 64,987 people (8% of total population) have been directly affected by the floods. 
• 80,000 people in Moroni and 3,900 in Mitsoudje were indirectly affected by broken water pumps. 
• 1,318 households continue to be displaced and are being hosted by friends and relatives. 
• The water supply issues in Moroni and surroundings have still not been resolved.  There is a 

high risk of cholera outbreaks due to the lack of potable water and sewage services.  
• Sectorial in-depth assessments for longer-term recovery and rehabilitation have started.  

• All actors have agreed to contribute to a “one response” system for efficient organisation, 
reception, distribution and monitoring of incoming in-kind donations, under the overall 
coordination of COSEP. 

 
 

I. Situation Overview 

 
On 8 May 2012, the whole territory of the Union of 
Comoros again experienced continuous torrential rains, 
causing heavy floods as well as landslides and 
rockslides in the regions already affected: 
• Grande Comore: Bambao, Hambou and Mbadjini 

Est (east); 
• Anjouan:  Sima and Domoni;  
• Moheli:  Nioumachioi and Hoani. 
 
According to latest Government and Sectorial Group 
estimates, 64,987 people (8% of total population) have 
been directly affected by the floods. An additional 
80,000 people in Moroni and 3,900 in Mitsoudje were 
indirectly affected by the broken water pumps that 
supply water to these communities. According to a Red 
Cross/Crescent assessment undertaken on 3 May 2012, 
a total of 1,318 households continue to be displaced and 
are being hosted by friends and relatives. 
 
There is a serious risk of a cholera outbreak, which has 
been previously endemic in Comoros, due to water 
shortages and poor sanitation, particularly on Grande 
Comore. Food security remains a high priority for 
immediate attention in order to ensure that affected farmers are supported in areas where up to 80% of crops 
have been lost due to the flooding. 
 
Sectorial in-depth assessments have started and a system involving all actors concerned is being put in 
place to ensure efficient organisation, reception, distribution and monitoring of incoming in-kind donations, 
under the overall coordination of COSEP (coordinating Government response agency). 
 
A World Bank two-person advanced team has arrived to investigate how best to support the Government in 
priority areas, such as water and road management. 
 
Maps of the areas affected and response can be found on the following link:  
http://www.mapaction.org/deployments/depldetail/210.html  

Map Sources: UNCS, Europa Technologies, DGPC. 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this 
map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United 
Nations. Map created on 1 May 2012.  
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II. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

 EDUCATION 
 
Needs: Following in-depth evaluations carried out by the Education Sector Group, it is estimated that 58 
schools are non-operational, including the university, and that some 20,038 children are waiting to go back to 
school (of which some 3,000 to university). There is urgent need to evaluate the extent of damaged 
infrastructure to lower the risk of further collapses, as well as starting repair and cleaning of those damaged 
schools deemed fit for return. 
 
Response: Priority needs have been distributed and a plan has been validated for distribution of school kits 
across all islands. Temporary arrangements have been made for school children allowing for their continued 
education in the meantime. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: Access to the damaged areas for early distribution of education kits. Identification of 
whereabouts of school children that have moved around from one place to another. 
 

 

 FOOD ASSISTANCE AND NFI 
 
Needs: In Grande Comore and Anjouan, most of the displaced people have returned to their homes. In the 
village of Hamavouna in Moheli three families still remain in temporary shelters as their mud-based houses 
(maisons en pisée) were completely wiped out by the floods.  
 
Response: High Energy Biscuits will be distributed throughout the islands of Anjouan, and Moheli starting on 
22 May 2012. COSEP is providing logistical support.  
 
Gaps & Constraints:  None reported 
 
 

 FOOD SECURITY 
 
Needs: In Grande Comore, the crop fields covered by large blocks of rock cannot be reclaimed for any 
agricultural activities unless the rocks are removed.  According to the Ministry of Agriculture, 9,597 families 
that rely on agriculture as a main livelihood are at risk of being food insecure for the coming months. In 
addition, affected farmers should be provided with assistance that would enable them to resume their 
farming activities and rebuild their livelihood. 
 
Response: The distribution of High Energy Biscuits by WFP in Grande Comore, in collaboration with the 
Red Crescent, has so far reached 800 families. The HEB and NFI for Anjouan and Moheli will be forwarded 
on 19 May in order to start the distribution simultaneously on both islands. 
   
Gaps & Constraints:  Precise data on actual damages in the agriculture sector remain unavailable. The 
Agriculture Sector Group is scheduled to meet on 19 May to evaluate the situation on data and information 
gathering, in order to resolve the current information gap in quantifying agricultural support needs. 
 
 

 HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
 
Needs: An in-depth evaluation by five teams of the Health Sector Group in Grande Comore on 15 and 16 
May found that none of the health centres had a stock of medication for preventive purposes.  
 
Response: The in-depth evaluation continued with one team departing for Moheli and Anjouan on 18 May, 
supported by IOC (Indian Ocean Commission). The team will also look into nutrition needs. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: Lack of prevention measures and risk management throughout the health centres. 
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 LOGISTICS & DISTRIBUTION   
 
It has been decided to separate the Sectorial Groups of Logistics and Distribution, while maintaining close 
coordination between the groups. A focal point has been nominated in COSEP who will be working closely 
with these and other relevant sectorial groups for increased efficiency in organisation, reception, distribution 
and monitoring of incoming in-kind donations. All Sectorial Groups have agreed to share respective related 
information with the COSEP focal point to ensure a global picture at all times. 
 
In order not to overload the Comoros Red Crescent (CRCo), the Sectorial Groups are also identifying a 
number of NGOs who may be able to assist in the distribution. These will be approached and invited to take 
part in the regular sectorial coordination meetings. 
 
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE  
 
Needs: The water supplies in Moroni and surroundings have still not been restored. The high risk of cholera 
outbreaks due to the lack of potable water and sewage services makes WASH a critical priority sector. 
 
Hygiene awareness campaigns in all affected regions need to be further promoted and strengthened.  

 

Response: The sector is strengthening communication campaigns on safe drinking water in various villages 
where water is scarce, as well is managing the urgent provision of 3,000 WASH kits in affected villages in 
collaboration with local authorities.  
 
Gaps & Constraints: Urgently required spare parts are expected to arrive in the next few weeks. 
 
 

III. Coordination 

 
The UNDAC Team Leader who stayed behind after the departure of the UNDAC Team handed over to 
incoming OCHA ERR surge staff member who continues to support the RC office and national coordination 
mechanism. Surge staff from other agencies are also in place, with others expected to arrive shortly.  
 
While many urgent issues remain and are addressed, the situation is moving out of the initial emergency 
phase, with contributions arriving to respond to on-going in-depth assessments and additional focus on a 
structured response system, as well as mid- and long-term contingency planning. 
 
Coordination meetings with the participation of national and international humanitarian organisations and 
sectorial groups are held at the COSEP coordination centre 2-3 times a week to ensure synergy among all 
actors.  
 
Sectorial and inter-sectorial coordination takes place, and additional efforts are being made to include all 
relevant actors and to share information in an efficient manner, notably through the establishment of a focal 
point system. 
 
Specific inter-sectorial coordination arrangements are being put in place to reach those in need in an efficient 
and coherent manner, as per details under ‘Logistics & Distribution’. 
 
 

IV. Funding & Contributions 

 
The approved CERF funds to cover the immediate needs of the affected population on the three islands 
amount to US$ 2,522,639. 
 
New contributions announced or received since last sitrep: 
 
The Government of Japan, through JICA Madagascar, has confirmed a contribution of NFIs and WASH kits 
to the Union of Comoros in coordination with UNDP and UNICEF, for an amount of Y 10 million (approx. US$ 
126,000). The relief items will arrive in two parts, ETA 20 and 22 May. A two-member JICA delegation from 
Madagascar will be present for the hand-over on 21-22 May. 

 



 

4 

 

Logistical support was provided by COSEP to Saudi Arabia for distribution of 5 tonnes of lamb and cooking 
oil in Grande Comore (no details available for the other islands). 
 
The UAE also distributed food items (no details available). 
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of 
cash and in-kind contributions by sending an e-mail to: fts@un.org. 
 
 

V. Contacts 

 
Moroni, Union of Comoros 
Mr Douglas Casson Coutts, UN Resident Coordinator in Comoros 
Email: douglas.coutts@one.un.org, Tel: +269 773 1025; +269 343 8493 
 
Ms Ingrid Nordström-Ho, OCHA (ERR surge support to the RC) 
E-mail: nordstrom-ho-@un.org, Tel: +269 344 3896 
 
Johannesburg, South Africa  

Mr Ignacio Leon Garcia, Head of Office, OCHA ROSA 
Email: leoni@un.org, Tel: +27 82 908 1338 
 
Ms Noroarisoa Rakotomalala, Regional Disaster Response Advisor, OCHA ROSA 
Email: rakotomalala@un.org, Tel: +27 82 908 1423 
 
Mr Narciso Rosa-Berlanga, Desk Officer for Comoros, OCHA ROSA 
Email: rosa-berlanga@un.org, Tel: +27 82 908 1424 
 
 

 

 


